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decimated by fevers, attacks of natives and of
jaguars, the intrepid German explorer resolved
to return, reaching Coro in May 1538. George
of Spires was an upright honourable knight, and
he died while still Governor of Venezuela in 1545.

Another German, named Federman, who was
lieutenant to George of Spires, was equipped to
undertake another expedition. He was a brave
and expert commander beloved by his men, and
humane in his treatment of the natives. He set
out with about 200 men, reached the river Meta,
and eventually approached the land of the Chibchas
from the east.

The Chibcha people were in complete ignorance
of the dangers which were gradually surrounding
them. There was great danger in the formation
of the settlements at Santa Martha and Cartagena,
from the certainty that, sooner or later, the ruth-
less invaders would extend their incursions further
to the south. There was danger from the colony
of the Vekers to the east. Clouds also were
gathering to the west and to the south. But
the final doom came upon them as a bolt from
the blue.